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ROTARY CLUB OF PENANG, MALAYSIA 
Chartered 8

th
 October 1930, R.I. District 3300 

 

Details of Club Weekly Meetings 
 
Traders Hotel  
(Formerly known as Shangri-La Hotel) 
 
Every Wednesday at 12:30pm 
(except for 3rd Wednesday) 
Every Third Wednesday at 7.30pm 
 
Address: Traders Hotel,  
Jalan Magazine, Georgetown, Penang, 
Malaysia. 
 
Contact: 
President Gerard Francis Robless 
+6012- 493-0412 
 
Rtn Robert Huang (Club Secretary) 
+6016- 491-0056  
www.rotarypenang.org 
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GONG XI FA CAI to all our Chinese Rotarians and their families. 
 
Dear Fellow Rotarians, 
 
In a few more days we will welcome the Year of the Tiger. We take this opportunity 
to wish all our Chinese Rotarians and their families and others who celebrate this 
festival a happy and prosperous New Year. May it also bring you good health, 
happiness, and much to be grateful for. 
 
This year is the year of the Metal Tiger, bringing with it some instability and 
uncertainty but one also of challenge. Our challenge would be, to live with 
our fellow Malaysians and those that wish to live in this country, with 
understanding and tolerance. It is our moral and social responsibility as Rotarians to 
be above the disquiet that is being created by extremists and the intolerant and instead practice and promote 
goodwill and understanding amongst all races.  
 
February is World Understanding Month and to really celebrate this we must start at first-base, at home in 
our country, where we have been fortunate to live in a multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultural society 
where there is respect for each ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ festivals and celebrations. So at this coming Chinese New Year let us 
once again celebrate this understanding and tolerance that has been nurtured in us and make it our fervent 
hope that no one will take it away from us for whatever reason. 
 
While we may not be today, role models for the world to follow, we can certainly try to work at becoming 
one, for we have the foundation and traditions to support us in achieving this. 
 
And, while we celebrate this occasion let us not forget the poor and less fortunate and make significant 
contributions to our fund raising project or to our Sunshine box. For charity and service are the first steps 
towards peace and understanding. When we as Rotarians work together to overcome differences to find 
common ground to reduce suffering among our fellow countrymen, can we then be at peace with ourselves 
and only then able to work for peace and understanding in our country and in the world. 
 
On this note, let me once again wish you GONG XI FA CAI. 
 
Gerard F. Robless. 
President Rotary Club of Penang. 

 
 
 
 

Message from the President 
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February is World Understanding Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting details:- 

Venue:  Traders Hotel, Magazine Road, Georgetown, Penang. 

Time:  12:30 pm  
 

Highlights for the day:- 

¶ Guest Speaker Rtn Hooi Ying on Finding Peace in Nepal 

 
 
 
 

February - World Understanding  
10.2.10    Finding peace in Nepal - Rtn Hooi Ying 
19.2.09    Chinese new year dinner organised by Rtn.William Wee  
24.2.10      Professor Azhari Karim from USM speaking on World Understanding Day  
 

March - Literacy Month 
03.3.10    Business meeting 
10.3.10    Online Education ς Mr. Karl Steinkamp, Director, Dalat International School 
17.3.10    Barbeque by the Pool side 
24.3.10   To be announced 
31.1.10    Launching of Publicity Month 
 

 

 

 

This Weekôs Programme 

THIS WEEKõS MEETINGS 

 

Wednesday, 10 February 

12:30 pm 

Luncheon 

 

Calendar 
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Wednesday, 3 February 2010 
¶ Business Meeting 

¶ Rotary Information: World Understanding Month 

¶ Rotary Heritage House Development Update by Eric Ong 
a. Two contracts for approval 
b. Projects: moving caretakers downstairs, meeting & 

conference room, tuition center 
c. Change name from Penang Youth Center to Rotary 

Heritage House 
d. Looking for coaches for youth sports 

¶ Rotary Youth Leadership Awards by PP Tharumarajah 
a. Ooi Chung Hua ς Female 
b. Jimmy Chai Yow Kang ς Male 
c. RYLA at Eagle Ranch Resort, Port Dickson, NSDK, 4 to 7 March 

¶ Need for Administrative Office and Secretary by Dato Tan 
a. Need is there and it will make the Club more 

efficient 
b. Already budgeted 
c. Will serve the Club, the Center and the Foundation 
d. Already identified and interviewed someone 

¶ Rotary Foundation by President Gerard Robless 
a. Applying for additional grant from CIMB under 

sports and recreation 

¶ Additional Fundraiser by President Gerard Robless 
a. PIPE auction funds to be donated to Rotary 
b. Looking for items from members to be auctioned off 

¶ Langkawi Rotary Club by President Gerard Robless 
a. Currently ten people are interested in starting a club 
b. Need fifteen to sixteen to get it off the ground 

¶ New Generations 
a. ICC (Interact Coordinating Council) is planning an 

International Understanding Day Activity 
b. Korea is the theme 
c. More details to follow 

¶ CNY Celebration 
a. Friday, 19 February at Traders Hotel 

¶ Attendance: 24/38 for 63%. 

Highlights from Last Week 
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World peace and international understanding in the 21st century  

I will help you, you will help me, we are all happy  

Cindy Tang, Hong Kong  

 
We are already in the 21st century yet we are still living in a world of war, dispute, racism and abuse. My teacher once 
told me that peace was important for happiness. I still believe in it ... so this cannot go on.  

World peace is important. It all starts with mutual relationships among countries. I will help you, you will help me, we 
are all happy. It might sound a little too ideal, even a little childish you may say, but that is the best way, isn't it? 

Perhaps most of us are money-minded nowadays. World peace would definitely bring about a better world economy. 
There are many international corporations today and it would surely help if there was not any fighting going on. 
Besides, no country has everything it needs, right? Now it would not be very nice if you had to import a daily necessity 
from a country that you are in war with. 

Ah, yes. War. It would be such a better world without endless wars. People would not have to live with the fear that 
they would be bombed or that they would lose close friends and relatives. No one would be hurt because of 
international disputes that sometimes prove to be rather pointless if you think about it.  

Maybe there is not much that young people can do to stop all the fighting. There is, however, something that we can do 
to promote international understanding. A war could be started because of a simple misunderstanding.  

First, we must start with ourselves. Be nice to everyone, all people of all races. We should not be racist because, all in 
all, we are all humans. Who cares about skin colour or different accents? Of course, we should learn to accept others. 
Everyone has their own customs, even us. We must learn to respect the beliefs of others if we want others to respect 
ours too.  

Now that we are done with ourselves, we should help others, too. Try to convince your family and friends to accept 
people of all races. Help the more stubborn or conservative ones to be more open to the world. It is usually because 
one is not open enough to accept the people of different nationalities that brings about misunderstandings. Also, we 
should be friendly to foreigners. Even if we are not good at their language, say English, we should try to communicate 
with them anyhow. Taking the first step would make others follow your footsteps.  

There are many international youth groups and exchange programs out there, like our very own Junior Summit. We 
could try to join more of them. Through these activities, we can meet even more people from other countries and we 
can see what they are like, how the think, etc. But be open yourself as well. We could share our thoughts with them. 
That way, a lot of small misunderstandings can be solved. Actually, that is what the leaders of all countries are trying to 
do: through meeting the people of other countries, they want to help to promote understanding. 

World peace and international understanding can be reached even through daily-life encounters. War brings sorrow, so 
we must fight for the peace we long for.  

 
 
 
 

World Understanding Day Highlight 
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The Rotary Club of Penang is grateful to the PIP2010 Committee for agreeing to support this Charity Auction 
by allowing it to be staged during their exposition. Our thanks also to MNP Auctioneers Sdn. Bhd. For 
agreeing to act as Auction Co-coordinators. 
 
This Charity Auction is being organized to raise funds for the Rotary Charity Foundation to finance the 
development of the Rotary Heritage House as a Multi-Purpose Civic and Social Centre to serve the community 
and in particular the inner-city poor of Penang. The Rotary Club of Penang has consistently adopted a policy of 
initiating projects that will benefit the community and in particular the poor and marginalized. 
 
The Rotary Heritage House is being re-developed to provide more service reach to the poor of the community 
as it will have within its complex, Medical Facilities for Dialysis Treatment, Tuition and Study Facilities for 
children of the poor, Administrative Facilities for our Wheelchair Club and the Cranial Facial Association. 
Seminar room Facilities will also be made available for the Club to undertake together with its Interact and 
Rotaract Clubs, Health Awareness programmes pertaining to the youth like obesity and proper nutrition; drug 
abuse and smoking.  
 
Better facilities for Sport and Recreation are also intended for this centre so that youth of the inner city can 
make use of these facilities and stay away from crime and mischief. A Futsol court and a Multi-Purpose Hall 
will be built for this purpose and where proper coaching can be given and conducted. 
 
This development will be made available to other groups of Care-givers who are doing great work for the 
community. And, with this centre it is hoped that the club will have an administrative platform to be better 
able to establish, organize and work with a network of caregivers in pursuing its idea of establishing a 
partners-in-service arrangement for the benefit of our community. 
 
The Arts and culturally inclined of our society will not be forgotten as proper stages with theatrical facilities, 
lighting and acoustics will also be provided. These facilities will be available to our different Social and Arts 
NGOs and Communal Associations to be made use of in providing cultural performances, teach the 
performing arts and stage Art and Cultural Exhibitions. 
 
These are services and activities that will go a long way in alleviating the lot not only of the children and youth 
of our inner-city poor but that also of the sick and elderly, the lonely and the marginalized.  
 
The objective of this project is to show that Rotary cares by bringing Rotary services and its caregivers to the 
heart and core of where its services are needed. As this is a Community Project the Rotary Club would like to 
invite socially minded Individuals and Corporations to come forward and actively participate in this Charity 
Auction by donating and participating in the Auction. We who are better of must be well aware that we have 
a social responsibility to help the less fortunate among us. 
Rtn . Gerard Robless. 
President Rotary Club of Penang. 

Charity Auction 
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Attendance Record ς February 2010 
Reported by Rtn Robert Huang 
 Name Meetings 

this month 

Attended 

this month % 
 

03/02 

 

10/02 

 

17/02 

 

24/01 

1  Aloysius, PP Dr. 4 100 1    

2 Andrea Gomez, Rtn 4 0 0    

3 Chet Singh, President Dato’ 4 100 1    

4 Chuah Ah Bah, PP 4 100 1    

5 Danesh , PP Dr. 4 0 0    

6 David Gan, Rtn 4 100 1    

7 David Osman Morris 4 0 O/L    

8 Eddy Choong, Rtn Dato’ 4 100 1    

9 Eric Ong, Rtn 4 100 1    

10 Fong Kheng Phoy, PP Dr. (E) 4 100 1    

11 Francois Sigrist, Rtn 4 0 0    

12 Gabor, Rtn Dato’ (E) 4 100 1    

13 Gerard Robless, Rtn 4 100 1    

14 Gill Gurdev Singh, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1    

15 Hirashima, Rtn 4 100 1    

16 Ian Ong, PP (E) 4 100 1    

17 Lam Wu Chong, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0    

18 Larry Chinn, Rtn 4 100 1    

19 Lee Li Fong, PP 4 100 1    

20 Lee Yow Ching, PP Dato’ 4 0 0    

21 Lim Siew Kee, Rtn Dr. 4 0 0    

22 Manjit Singh, Rtn 4 100 1    

23 Manohar, Rtn 4 0 0    

24 Michael Chen, PP 4 0 0    

25 Musty, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0    

26 Noel Ogle, PP Dato’ (E) 4 100 1    

27 Nutan Shah, PP 4 0 0    

28 Oo Huei Ying, Rtn 4 100 1    

29 Pascal Martin-Daguet, Rtn 4 100 1    

30 Peter Wyss, PP Dr (E) 4 0 0    

31 Ramanathan, Rtn Dato’ 4 0 0    

32 Ranjit, AG Dr. 4 100 1    

33 Robert Huang, Rtn 4 100 1    

34 Santokh, PDG Dr. (E) 4 100 1    

35 Saw Lip Khai, Rtn 4 0 0    

36 SK Sundram, Rtn 4 0 0    

37 Stephen Soon, Rtn 4 100 1    

38 Takemi Fujikawa, Dr. Rtn 4 100 1    

39 Tan Boon Hoe, Rtn 4 100 1    

40 Tan Gin Soon, PP Dato’ 4 100 1    

41 Teddric Mohr, IPP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0    

42 Tharumarajah, PP 4 100 1    

43 Vejayan Rajoo, Rtn Dr. 4 0 0    

44 Vincent Lai, PP 4 100 1    

45 Walter Ambrose, PP 4 0 0    

Attendance 
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46 William Ng, PDG Dato’ (E) 4 100 1    

47 William Wee, Rtn 4 100 1 m/u    

48 Yohei Kobayashi Dr. 4 100 1    
 

Exempt Attendance member in pink  (E) m/u= Attendance via make-up card      O/L = Officially On Leave 
 

 

 

 

 
Happy Chinese New Year ï Year of the Tiger! 

The Last Laugh 


