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ROTARY CLUB OF PENANG, MALAYSIA 
Chartered 8

th
 October 1930, R.I. District 3300 

 

Details of Club Weekly Meetings 
 
Traders Hotel  
(Formerly known as Shangri-La Hotel) 
 
Every Wednesday at 12:30pm 
(except for 3rd Wednesday) 
Every Third Wednesday at 7.30pm 
 
Address: Traders Hotel,  
Jalan Magazine, Georgetown, Penang, 
Malaysia. 
 
Contact: 
President Gerard Francis Robless 
+6012- 493-0412 
 
Rtn Robert Huang (Club Secretary) 
+6016- 491-0056  
www.rotarypenang.org 
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Empowering people through literacy 

 
In Rotary, we recognize March as Literacy Month. This is when we focus on the importance of literacy 
and education in our humanitarian service. In my decades as a Rotarian, both at home in Alabama, 
USA, and abroad, I have seen again and again what a critical role literacy plays in a healthy and 
productive life. Being literate does not just mean having the ability to read a book or a newspaper. 
Being literate means being able to comprehend the instructions on a medicine bottle, a set of 
directions, or a job posting. It means understanding the note written by a child's teacher. It means 
being able to use a computer, follow a recipe, or apply for a mortgage. Literacy means being part of 
the larger society. It means inclusion, and it means empowerment. Those who cannot read or write, 
whether they are children or adults, are cut off from important information in ways too numerous to 
count. They are less likely to be healthy and more likely to be poor. And perhaps most critical of all, 
parents who cannot read are more likely to raise children who cannot read - perpetuating the cycle of 
illiteracy, and of poverty. 
 
As a Rotarian and in my profession, I have seen so many simple and creative ways to break this cycle. 
Whether it is by volunteering in schools, by bringing education and training to adults, or simply by 
ensuring that all children have the books and supplies they need, we in Rotary can do so much. 
We can help others learn to read - and learn to help themselves. 
 
Glenn E. Estess Sr. 
Foundation Trustee Chair 
 
Submitted by President Gerard. 
Rotary Club of Penang. 

 
 
 
The Rotary Club of Penang is pleased to announce the appointment of the new Administrative Officer, 
Mr. Michael Lim. He will be available at the Rotary Heritage House Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 9am to 12pm and from 2pm to 5pm.  
 
aǊΦ [ƛƳΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ лмн-421-2766.  
 
Welcome Mr. Michael Lim! 
 
 
 

 

Message from TRF Chairman 

New Administrative Officer 
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March is Literacy Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting details:- 

Venue:  Traders Hotel, Magazine Road, Georgetown, Penang. 

Time:  12:30 pm  
 

Highlights for the day:- 

¶ Online Education – Mr. Karl Steinkamp, Director of Dalat International School 

 
 
 
 

March - Literacy Month 
10.3.10    Online Education ς Mr. Karl Steinkamp, Director, Dalat International School 
17.3.10    Fellowship Meeting 
24.3.10   Fellowship Luncheon 
31.1.10    Launching of Publicity Month 
 

April  
7.4.10    Business Meeting 
14.4.10     Healthy eating and weight control - A talk from the Wellness group 
21.4.10     To be announced 
28.4.10     To be announced 
 
 
 
 

This Weekôs Programme 

THIS WEEKõS MEETINGS 

 

Wednesday, 10 March 

12:30 pm 

Luncheon 

 

Calendar 
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March τ Literacy Month  
¶ 8-14 (2010) - World Rotaract Week  

April τ Magazine Month  
¶ 15 - Deadline for district governors to submit nominations for the External Relations Best 

Cooperative Projects Award  
¶ 15 - Deadline to submit nomination forms for the Presidential Citation award  
¶ 15 - Deadline for clubs to submit submission forms to district governors for the  RI Recognition 

of Membership Development Initiatives - MDI award  
¶ 25-30 (2010) - Council on Legislation (Chicago, Illinois, USA)  

May  
¶ 15 - District governors may begin to submit recognition forms for the RI Membership 

Development and Extension Award - MDEA  
¶ 15 - Deadline for district governors to submit submission forms for the RI Recognition of 

Membership Development Initiatives - MDI  
¶ 15 - Deadline to submit nomination forms for the RI Public Relations Award  
¶ 15 - Deadline to submit nomination forms for The Rotary Foundation Citation for Meritorious 

Service  
June τ Rotary Fellowships Month  
¶ 18-19 (2010) - International Institute (Montréal, Québec, Canada)    
¶ 20-23 (2010) - RI Convention (Montréal, Québec, Canada)  
¶ 30 - Deadline to submit recognition forms for the Recognition of Smaller Club Membership 

Growth  
Future events (tentative)  
2011  
¶ 16-23 January - International Assembly, San Diego, California, USA  
¶ 20-21 May - 2011 International Institute, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA  
¶ 21-25 May - RI Convention, New Orleans, Louisiana, USA  

2012  
¶ 15-21 January - International Assembly, San Diego, California, USA  
¶ 06-09 May - RI Convention, Bangkok, Thailand  

2013  
¶ 13-19 January - International Assembly, San Diego, California, USA  
¶ 23-26 June - RI Convention, Lisbon, Portugal  

2014  
¶ 12-18 January - International Assembly, San Diego, California, USA  
¶ 01-04 June - RI Convention, Sydney, Australia   

 
Submitted by Rtn. Mr. Vincent K.L.Lai  pjk , pjm 
 

Rotary Calendar and Future Events 

http://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/YouthPrograms/Rotaract/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/PoliciesAndProcedures/CouncilOnLegislation/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
http://www.rotary.org/en/Members/GeneralInformation/Awards/Pages/ridefault.aspx
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Wednesday, 24 February 2010 
¶ Guest of honour was Professor Azhari from USM; he gave a talk on World understanding. 

¶ JP Sigrist, brother of Francois Sigrist and President of Rotary club of Sion-Rhone, Switzerland 

¶ President cutting cake in honour of anniversary of the Chicago's first Rotary meeting (23 Feb 
1905) 

¶ Attendance: 27/38 ς 71% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, 3 March 2010 
¶ Sergeant-At-Arms stressed on the matter of discipline during meeting in session ς no side 

meetings etc, punishment may be resorted to as the last means. 

¶ Attendance has certainly improved said the President when he took over the chair.  

¶ Walk for Polio Cards has collected more than Rm2000 for the fund in a single card. 

¶ The Med. Pract. Society gives 1/5 to Rotary, Spastics, and Handicapped Mental Association. 
Expects 100k . 

¶ President announces Adm. Officer, Mr. Michael Lim. 

Highlights from Last Two Weeks 
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¶ Rotary Charity Auction explained by the President, such as Pearl Project and followed by a 
detailed LCD explanation in which Pascal is in charge. 

¶ Ted Mohr says that similar projects in water conservation are done in US. We could get in 
touch with them for cooperation. No objection was raised regarding the project. 

¶ Vincent spoke on CLP and urged Rotarians to sign up. 

¶ Stephen Soon gave details of the auction and mentioned some of the valuable items received 
so far. 

¶ A press conference will be held next Wednesday at the same time and place. 
 
 
 

 

Promoting Goodwill with the Chinese Press Houses. 
 
On the morning of the 7th day of the New Tiger 
Year, nine Rotarians having survived the 
celebrations of the New Year by the Rotary Club of 
Penang, the night before, braved the heat of the 
morning and visited six Chinese Press Houses. This 
being the day when according to Chinese custom 
ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō 
of Penang joined by the Rotary Clubs of Tanjong 
Bungah and Georgetown presented Hampers of 
Goodwill to the Press Houses.  
 
wǘƴΦ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ²ŜŜ ŀǎ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅ /ƭǳō ƻŦ tŜƴŀƴƎΩǎ tǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ tǊƻƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ CǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŜŘ 
this visit and received support from AG. PP Ronnie Tan, who together with the other Rotarians attending, was 
rewarded with breakfast at the famous New Lane hawker centre. 
 
Rotarians visited, the Guang Ming Press, Kwoang Wah Jit Poh, Nanyang Siang Poh, Sin Chew Jit Poh, the 
Oriental Press and the China Press. We used the opportunity to explain what Rotary was about, our 
organization, our objectives, our projects and our ideals. There was good rapport with the members of the 
Press and even suggestions for co-operation in the organization of Projects for Charity was surprisingly 
welcomed. Guang Ming Press , who are already involved with the Interact Club of Heng Ee School, expressed 
keen interest to work with the Rotary Clubs on a Charity Project.  
 
An important bonus arising from this visit was the fellowship that was being experienced between members 
of the three Rotary Clubs on the Island of Penang. More of such events should be on the cards including 
weekly make-up visits to seek for possibilities of working together on longer term projects. For a start, we 
could look at establishing a working committee with representatives from all Rotary Clubs in the State to work 
on a long-term Publicity and Promotions Program. Perhaps, AG Ronnie together with incoming AG. PP Dato 
Tan Gin Soon would like to consider this. 

Press House Visits 
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All six visits ended just before lunch and Rotarians were then able to 
join others in Penang, about 100,000, celebrate the Year Of the 
¢ƛƎŜǊ ŀΨƭŀ tŜƴŀƴƎ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ 9ƴŎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Rotary Heritage House. 
 
Contributed: by President. Gerard Robless. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Penang Property Fair on 21 March 2010, 2:30pm to benefit the Rotary Heritage House 
 
Artwork for Auction by the Renowned Artist Yong Cheng Wah. 
 
Yong Cheng Wah a Malaysian Master artist and son of the renowned late Yong Mun Sen, recognized as the 
Father of Malaysian Artists has generously agreed to put up a select few of his Paintings from the Mun Sen Art 
Gallery. 
 
Cheng Wah has participated in numerous exhibitions in Singapore, Penang, Kuala Lumpur and India and has 
won a number of prestigious prizes for art. His paintings have been exhibited in Art Galleries in Hong Kong, 
Canberra, Honolulu, USA and Singapore. They are displayed in museums in Brunei, Singapore, the USA and 
Malaysia. 
 
IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀΦ ¸ƻƴƎΩǎ oil paintings are 
impressive and carry a fervent confirmation of his ability to manipulate the medium with his special technique. 
Cheng Wah is as at home with modernity as with local cultural settings and far- removed areas of his home 
country. 
 
¸ƻƴƎΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ of great value since his retirement in 2004 from painting to concentrate on 
other interests in his life. 
 
Paintings, Oil on canvass: 
Painting.                                                              Bid Price.                          Target Price. 
1. Along the Foothills  circa 2002                     RM  15,000.                        RM 22,000. 
A painting that conveys pastoral drama, the positioning of a few human figures, and buildings in the distance 
gives an impression of dimensionality. The style is quite modern and creative not forgetting the abstract nature 
of these works. 
 

Charity Auction 
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2. Kadazan Family circa, 2003.                        RM . 16,000.                         RM 25,000. 
Family is a relatively figurative artwork. Rendered in deep blue,sienna, and black, a major portion of the work 
involves dark hues while cream overtones gently pacify the intensity of the concentrated darker shades. The 
ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƴƎΦ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ōƻǘƘ ŎƻƭƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊǳǎƘǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǇƛŎǘ ŀ ǊŀǘƘŜr solemn and dreary 
world in which this family abides. 
 
3. Always together.    Circa  2002.                    RM.  16,000.                        RM 28,000. 
Energy and Drama is observed through the zealous use of striking orange hues dominating the subject 
alongside browns and yellows which necessarily placate the intensity of the works. Here Human activity is 
complacent and restrained and reflects the emotion of the theme.. 
 
Water Colour on different media. 
 
Water colour is a surprisingly versatile medium more protean then its slight physique promises. In these 
paintings offered Cheng Wah exploits a small but very real invention within it that could perhaps only come out 
of the cultural collusion of East and West. 
 
1. Abstract ς Melancholy     circa, 2000.           RM    4,000.                          RM 7,000. 
This painting not only exemplifies the above but is also shows the Artist melodramatic approach to the subject. 
The style is quite modern and creative not forgetting the abstract nature of these works. 
 
2. Waiting for Dad .               circa 2001.            RM   5,000.                          RM. 9,000. 
A piece from the Artist favourite collection . A very difficult technique to use especially on rice paper. 
 
3. Water Colour ς Fishing Village. Circa .           RM 5,000.                           RM. 9,000. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƪŜŜƴ ŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘƛƎŜƴƻǳǎ ǘƘŜƳŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ 
during his time spent among the aboriginals in the mountain ranges of Pahang examining their way of life. 
 
Chinese Scrolls  from G. Robless. 
 
1. Loh Perk Lehr.                      Circa   1990          RM  1,250.                        RM. 3,000. 
A painting from Nanjing of the historically famous Horse Master, favourite of the Emperor , who was 
ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 
responsibility then. 
 
2. Mountain Resort.                    Circa  1990 ?        RM   50 

 

 
 

 

Attendance Record ς February 2010 
Reported by Rtn Robert Huang 

Attendance 
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 Name Meetings 

this month 

Attended 

this month % 
 

03/02 

 

10/02 

 

17/02 

 

24/01 

1  Aloysius, PP Dr. 3 100 1 1 N 1 

2 Andrea Gomez, Rtn 3 33 0 0 O 1 

3 Chet Singh, President Dato’ 3 100 1 1  1 

4 Chuah Ah Bah, PP 3 66 1 1 M 0 

5 Danesh , PP Dr. 3 66 0 1 E 1 m/u 

6 David Gan, Rtn 3 66 1 0 E 1 

7 David Osman Morris 3 33 O/L 0 T 1 

8 Eddy Choong, Rtn Dato’ 3 100 1 1 I 1 

9 Eric Ong, Rtn 3 100 1 1 N 1 

10 Fong Kheng Phoy, PP Dr. (E) 3 33 1 0 G 0 

11 Francois Sigrist, Rtn 3 33 0 0  1 

12 Gabor, Rtn Dato’ (E) 3 33 1 0  0 

13 Gerard Robless, Rtn 3 100 1 1  1 

14 Gill Gurdev Singh, Rtn Dr. 3 100 1 1  1 

15 Hirashima, Rtn 3 66 1 1  0 

16 Ian Ong, PP (E) 3 66 1 1  0 

17 Lam Wu Chong, PP Dato’ (E) 3 0 0 0  0 

18 Larry Chinn, Rtn 3 33 1 0  0 

19 Lee Li Fong, PP 3 66 1 1  0 

20 Lee Yow Ching, PP Dato’ 3 0 0 0  0 

21 Lim Siew Kee, Rtn Dr. 3 0 0 0  0 

22 Manjit Singh, Rtn 3 66 1 O/L  1 m/u 

23 Manohar, Rtn 3 0 0 0  0 

24 Michael Chen, PP 3 33 0 0  1 

25 Musty, PP Dato’ (E) 3 0 0 0  0 

26 Noel Ogle, PP Dato’ (E) 3 66 1 0  1 

27 Nutan Shah, PP 3 33 0 0  1 m/u 

28 Oo Huei Ying, Rtn 3 100 1 1  1 

29 Pascal Martin-Daguet, Rtn 3 100 1 1  1 

30 Peter Wyss, PP Dr (E) 3 0 0 0  0 

31 Ramanathan, Rtn Dato’ 3 66 0 1  1 

32 Ranjit, AG Dr. 3 100 1 1  1 

33 Robert Huang, Rtn 3 100 1 1  1 m/u 

34 Santokh, PDG Dr. (E) 3 100 1 1  1 

35 Saw Lip Khai, Rtn 3 0 0 0  0 

36 SK Sundram, Rtn 3 33 0 0  1 m/u 

37 Stephen Soon, Rtn 3 100 1 1 m/u  1 

38 Takemi Fujikawa, Dr. Rtn 3 100 1 1  1 

39 Tan Boon Hoe, Rtn 3 100 1 1 m/u  1 m/u 

40 Tan Gin Soon, PP Dato’ 3 100 1 1  1 

41 Teddric Mohr, IPP Dato’ (E) 3 33 0 1  0 

42 Tharumarajah, PP 3 66 1 1  0 

43 Vejayan Rajoo, Rtn Dr. 3 33 0 1  0 

44 Vincent Lai, PP 3 100 1 1  1 m/u 

45 Walter Ambrose, PP 3 0 0 0  0 

46 William Ng, PDG Dato’ (E) 3 100 1 1  1 m/u 

47 William Wee, Rtn 3 100 1 m/u 1 m/u  1 

48 Yohei Kobayashi Dr. 3 66 1 0  1 
 

Exempt Attendance member in pink  (E) m/u= Attendance via make-up card      O/L = Officially On Leave 
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A blind boy sat on the steps of a building with a hat by his feet.. He held up a sign which said: "I am 
blind, please help." There were only a few coins in the hat.  

A man was walking by. He took a few coins from his pocket and dropped them into the hat. He then 
took the sign, turned it around, and wrote some words. He put the sign back so that everyone who 
walked by would see the new words.  

Soon the hat began to fill up. A lot more people were giving money 
to the blind boy. That afternoon the man who had changed the sign 
came to see how things were. The boy recognized his footsteps and 
asked, "Were you the one who changed my sign this morning? 
What did you write?"  
 
 
 

The man said, "I only wrote the truth. I said what you said but in a 
different way."  

 
I wrote: "Today is a beautiful day but I cannot see it."  
Both signs told people that the boy was blind. But the first sign 
simply said the boy was blind. The second sign told people that they 
were so lucky that they were not blind.  Should we be surprised that the second sign was more 
effective?  

 
Moral of the Story: Be thankful for what you have.. Be creative. Be innovative. Think differently and 
positively. When life gives you a 100 reasons to cry, show life that you have 1000 reasons to smile Face 
your past without regret. Handle your present with confidence. Prepare for the future without fear. 
YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΧ  
And even more beautiful is, knowing that you are the reason behind it!!!  
   
 Enjoy your day with a heart of gratitude  
 
Submitted by Rtn. Vincent Lai 

A Heart of Gratitude 


