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ROTARY CLUB OF PENANG, MALAYSIA 
Chartered 8

th
 October 1930, R.I. District 3300 

 

Details of Club Weekly Meetings 
 

Traders Hotel  
(Formerly known as Shangri-La Hotel) 
Jalan Magazine, Georgetown, Penang, 
Malaysia. 
 
Every Wednesday at 12:30pm 
(except for 3rd Wednesday) 
Every Third Wednesday at 7.30pm 
 
Contact: 
President Gerard Francis Robless 
+6012- 493-0412 
 
Rtn Robert Huang (Club Secretary) 
+6016- 491-0056  
 
Mr. Michael Lim (Administrative Officer) 
+6012- 421-2766 
Email: rotarypg@streamyx.com 

www.rotarypenang.org 

mailto:rotarypg@streamyx.com
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May is Promote International Convention Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting details:- 

Venue:  Traders Hotel, Magazine Road, Georgetown, Penang. 
Time:  12:30 pm  

 

Highlights for the day:- 

 Fellowship Meeting 

 The Think city discussion 

 

 

 
 
 

May   Promote International Convention Month 
19.5.10   Fellowship meeting followed by The Think city discussion 
26.5.10   Lucheon meeting Dr. Prema addresses on “Supporting Rape Victims”. Spouses are 

invited. 
 
26.6.10 Installation dinner. This wƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 

80th Anniversary which will be celebrated as a gala dinner in October. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Weekôs Programme 

THIS WEEKõS MEETINGS 

 

Wednesday, 12 May 

12:30 pm 

Fellowship Luncheon 

 

Calendar 
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Wednesday 12 May, 2010 

 GSE visiting team from Switzerland 

 Interclub meeting 

 Spouses were invited 

 Attendance: 25/45 with 10 excused members for 71% 

 Also in attendance: representatives from Butterworth, Seberang Jaya, Tanjung Bunga and 
Penang Clubs along with many guests and spouses. 

 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ D{9 ±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ ŦǊƻƳ {ǿƛǘȊŜǊƭŀƴŘ 
 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, and 
my fellow Rotarians. 
 
First allow me to recognize PDGs, the Presidents 
of the Rotary Club of  Georgetown, Tanjong 
Bungah, Sebarang Jaya and Butterworth and of 
course our spouses. 
 
Tonight at this interclub meeting it is our privilege 
to welcome the GSE Team from District 1990 from 
Switzerland led by PP. Edgar Theusinger and 
comprising Ms . Juliana Knoll, Ms Rachel 
Salzmann, Ms Chloe Berbarat and Mr Fabiano Di 
Tomaso. 
 
The Group Study Exchange (GSE) program is a unique educational activity of the Rotary Foundation; in 
my mind, not sufficiently promoted in its contribution to world understanding and peace. 
 
RI has to date awarded more than 34,000 young business and professional people to experience and 
learn the culture and way of life of peoples in the different Districts of Rotary in a pairing arrangement. 
 
This program is in essence an educational opportunity which provides vocational activities, cultural 
experiences and fellowship opportunities for these young people. It is also an opportunity for Rotarian 
involvement. But most importantly it serves the fourth Guiding Principle of Rotary in the advancement 
of international understanding, goodwill and peace through fellowship. 
 
So to the team members I do hope that you have had good experiences and will take back fond 
memories of the people that you have come to know and the fellowship that you have enjoyed. Bring 
back to your family and friends a better understanding of our people and of Malaysia. 

Highlights from Last Week 
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As host club to your stay in Penang we welcome you all once again and invite to share in our 
fellowship and join us in tonight’s festivity. To our fellow Rotary Clubs in Penang we thank you for 
participating in this program and for hosting the team members and especially to the spouses of the 
hosts for helping to make our guests welcome. 
 
Last but definitely not least we would like to thank incoming AG . PP. Dato Tan Gin Soon for all the 
arrangements and hard work that he has undertaken to make this visit a success. 
 
Address given at the Rotary Club 12 May 2010 by President Gerard F. Robless. 
 
 
 
The GSE team from District 1990 arrived in Malaysia on the 11th of April led by Rtn. Edgar Theusinger 
incoming District 1990, Rotary Foundation Committee. The team comprised four young professionals 
namely Ms Juliana Knoll, Rachel Salzmann, Chloe Berberat and Mr. Fabiano Di Tomaso. 
 
After being hosted by the Rotary Club of Klang for a five day stay in Klang, the team travelled on to KL for 
the District Assembly where they were hosted by the Rotary Club of Bandar Sunway. The Rotary Club of 
Seremban then took over for a four day sojourn in Seremban before moving on to Termeloh for a visit to 
the East Coast and the Elephants of Malaysia. The Rotary Club of Termeloh were hosts and visits were also 
made to the R.C. of Kuantan. Not to be outdone, the Rotary Club of Pudu then took over with visits to the 
Twin Towers, Chinatown, the Batu Caves and the National Museum. 
 
Friday 30th April our GSE visitors journeyed to Teluk Intan to be hosted by the RC of Teluk Intan. The 
highlight of their visit was dinner at IPDG Dr. Rajindar Singh’s home and a visit to his Bar. Visits to the RC of 
Seri Changkat Jong and the RC of Sitiawan completed the tour of Southern Perak. A day on Pangkor Island 
was a welcomed respite from this hectic tour. 
 
Rejuvenated the GSE Team travelled to meet the Ipohreans where they were welcomed by the RC of 
Sitiawan and RC of Greentown at the Royal Ipoh Club. A 2 km run for Charity – EKIDEN was their weekend 
program prior to their departure for Penang. PP Dato Tan Gin Soon was at the bus terminal to welcome 
the GSE Team to the Pearl of the Orient. 
 
While the RC of Penang was the host club, all 5 Rotary Clubs participated in hosting and made this event a 
truly well organized Interclub project. Apart from a tour of the heritage sites of Penang and visits to the 
main tourist attractions individual “interest visits” were organized by the different hosts. Our guests left 
for the Capital on 14th May, before boarding their flight back to their homes in Switzerland bringing back 
fond memories, exciting experiences and new friends. 
 
This was a good GSE Team visit. 
 
Contributed by President Gerard. 

Visit of the Group Study Exchange from D istrict 1990 , Switzerland  
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A Willing Heart..But Not Enough Time 
 
It has been my pleasure serving the Rotary Club of Penang this last year. My 
greatest joy was getting to know many of you. The Club is full of warm hearts and 
jolly souls; it is fun to be a part of you. Unfortunately this is my farewell address. I 
am resigning from the Club effective Wednesday, 19 May. It is not because I do not 
want to be a part of Rotary Club of Penang; it is because although I have a willing 
heart I do not have the time to serve the club as it deserves to be served. 
 
Many would say that serving a little is better than not serving at all. That does 
make sense, however when you join Rotary there is an expectation that you 
commit a considerable amount of time to Rotary and its projects. Before I joined I remember having 
one member tell me that Rotary Club members are “married” to Rotary. I joined anyways even though 
I had concerns on my time because I believe in the principles of Rotary. I committed to an hour every 
week to Rotary plus attending Club meetings as often as I could. I have found that even though I play a 
part and contribute, with my time constraints as an Expat worker and father of five, I am not able to 
contribute as much as Club members expect. I often have to say no to requests on my time and 
organization and that can leave a negative impression on people. Instead of being a positive influence I 
am inadvertently becoming a negative one. I say these things not as a criticism but to make you aware 
for other future Rotarians. 
 
Rotary is a worthy organization of my time and does amazing things! Unfortunately I also work for 
another amazing organization that demands ALL my time as well. To be fair to both I have to focus on 
my primary reason for being here. Thank you for letting me be a part of your lives and I hope that 
Dalat International School will be able to work with you on projects as you make an impact in Penang 
and around Malaysia. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rtn. Larry Chinn 
Rotary Club of Penang Bulletin Editor 

 
 

 

Attendance Record – May 2010 
Reported by Rtn Robert Huang 
 Name Meetings 

this month 
Attended 

this month % 
 

05/05 

 

12/05 

 

19/05 

 

26/05 

1  Aloysius, PP Dr. 4 100 1 1   

2 Andrea Gomez, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

Attendance 
 
 
nce 

Remarks from the Editor 
 
 
nce 
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3 Chet Singh, PP Dato’ 4 100 1 1   

4 Chuah Ah Bah, PP 4 100 1 1   

5 Danesh , PP Dr. 4 50 0 1   

6 David Gan, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

7 David Osman Morris 4 100 1 1   

8 Eddy Choong, Rtn Dato’ 4 100 1 1   

9 Eric Ong, Rtn 4 50 1 m/u 0   

10 Fong Kheng Phoy, PP Dr. (E) 4 50 1 0   

11 Francois Sigrist, Rtn 4 50 0 1   

12 Gabor, Rtn Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0   

13 Gerard Robless, President 4 100 1 1   

14 Gill Gurdev Singh, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 1   

15 Hirashima, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

16 Ian Ong, PP (E) 4 100 1 1   

17 Lam Wu Chong, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0   

18 Larry Chinn, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

19 Lee Li Fong, PP 4 50 1 m/u 0   

20 Lee Yow Ching, PP Dato’ 4 0 0 0   

21 Lim Siew Kee, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 m/u 1   

22 Manjit Singh, Rtn 4 50 1 0   

23 Manohar, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

24 Michael Chen, PP 4 50 0 1   

25 Musty, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0   

26 Noel Ogle, PP Dato’ (E) 4 50 0 1   

27 Nutan Shah, PP 4 0 0 0   

28 Oo Huei Ying, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

29 Pascal Martin-Daguet, Rtn 4 50 1 0   

30 Peter Wyss, PP Dr (E) 4 0 0 0   

31 Ramanathan, Rtn Dato’ 4 100 1 1   

32 Ranjit, AG Dr. 4 100 1 1   

33 Robert Huang, Rtn 4 0 0 0   

34 Santokh, PDG Dr. (E) 4 50 1 0   

35 Saw Lip Khai, Rtn 4 50 0 1   

36 SK Sundram, Rtn 4 50 0 1   

37 Stephen Soon, Rtn 4 50 0 1   

38 Takemi Fujikawa, Dr. Rtn 4 100 1 1   

39 Tan Boon Hoe, Rtn 4 100 1 1   

40 Tan Gin Soon, PP Dato’ 4 100 1 1   

41 Teddric Mohr, IPP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0   

42 Tharumarajah, PP 4 100 1 1   

43 Vejayan Rajoo, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 1   

44 Vincent Lai, PP 4 50 1 0   

45 Walter Ambrose, PP 4 0 0 0   

46 William Ng, PDG Dato’ (E) 4 50 0 1   

47 William Wee, Rtn 4 100 1 1   

48 Yohei Kobayashi Dr. 4 50 1 0   
 

Exempt Attendance member in pink  (E) m/u= Attendance via make-up card      O/L = Officially On Leave 
 

 

That isn’t the end….. 
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More ash cloud challenges…… 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Last Laugh 


