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ROTARY CLUB OF PENANG, MALAYSIA 
Chartered 8

th
 October 1930, R.I. District 3300 

 

Details of Club Weekly Meetings 
 

Traders Hotel  
(Formerly known as Shangri-La Hotel) 
Jalan Magazine, Georgetown, Penang, 
Malaysia. 
 
Every Wednesday at 12:30pm 
(except for 3rd Wednesday) 
Every Third Wednesday at 7.30pm 
 
Contact: 
President Gerard Francis Robless 
+6012- 493-0412 
 
Rtn Robert Huang (Club Secretary) 
+6016- 491-0056  
 
Mr. Michael Lim (Administrative Officer) 
+6012- 421-2766 
Email: rotarypg@streamyx.com 

www.rotarypenang.org 

mailto:rotarypg@streamyx.com
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May is Promote International Convention Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting details:- 

Venue:  Traders Hotel, Magazine Road, Georgetown, Penang. 

Time:  12:30 pm  
 

Highlights for the day:- 

¶ ¢ŀƭƪ ōȅ 5ǊΦ tǊŜƳŀ  ƻƴ ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ wŀǇŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎέ 

 

 
 
 

May   Promote International Convention Month 
26.5.10   Lucheon meeting. Dr. Prema addresses on ά{ǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ wŀǇŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎέ. Spouses are 

invited. 
нуΦрΦмл             CƛǊŜǎƛŘŜ aŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜǊŀǊŘΩǎ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ мр [ŜƴƎƪƻƪ WŜǎǎŜƭǘƻƴΦ !ǘ 

8.00pm. 
                           This is an after dinner meeting , but drinks and tidbits will be served. 
07.6.10             Joint Board Meeting of 09/10 and 10/11 Boards. 
 
16.6.10 tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ¸ƻǳ ŘƛƴƴŜǊΦ 

 
26.6.10 Installation dinner. This will be a ƳƻŘŜǎǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ƭƛŜǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ 
80th Anniversary which will be celebrated as a gala dinner in October. 
 
 
 

This Weekôs Programme 

THIS WEEKôS MEETINGS  
 

Wednesday, 26 May 

12:30 pm 

Fellowship Luncheon 

 

Calendar 
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Presidentôs notes and comments from our Lunch Meeting and Brainstorming 

session on 19
th

 May.2010. 

 
This luncheon meeting was significant as it provided us with some very important insights as to how 

we could get our club projects moving forward. The talk by Neil Khor from Think City, a Georgetown 

Grants project by Khaznah with a Funding Budget of RM 20.0 million, showed what possibilities could 

be pursued in getting the required funding for the upgrading of the Rotary Heritage House. However it 

would seem that this will only be a possible source of support if we could get our tenure of the land 

extended on a long term lease. 

 

Project Pearl is taking a further step forward with the establishment of its Expert Panel . Water is an 

undervalued Asset of Penang and Project Pearl is an initiative to bring greater awareness of the 

importance of this resource. This initiative may go hand in hand with the State Government’s effort to 

create a cleaner, greener Penang. Our intention is to be a catalyst to help launch a program to re-assess 

this resource, examine what opportunities this resource can offer Penang and to develop and implement 

a program of awareness through education and communication on the importance of preservation and 

conservation. 

 

But as we have not all the expertise except for a few Rotarians such as PP Dato Lee Yow Ching and 

some others we need to draw on the expertise of those in the know. To this end we are happy that we 

can seek guidance and advice from an Expert Panel who were all with us on this Wednesday afternoon. 

These experts are as follows: 

 

 Dato Leong Yueh Kwong. Director at the Socio Economic Research Institute and formerly a 

University Don at USM who has always been a champion of the Environment. 

1. Dato Renji Sathiah.  Former Ambassador of Malaysia to a number of countries in Europe and 

the Americas has had extensive International exposure to issues connected to Climate change , 

brings to this group some global perspective on this subject. 

2. Prof. Dr. Chan Ngai Wang. Professor at the USM and President of Water Watch is an expert on 

the subject and will be the connection with Water Watch with whom joint activity can be 

pursued. 

3. Encik Jaseni Maidinsa. CEO and GM of PBA Holdings,one of the best water supply operators 

in the region. He concerns himself with the importance of protecting and conserving our Water 

Catchments and has a number of interesting ideas on conservation. 

4. Dr. Fred Weirowski. Director and Head , World Fish an organization of the UN. Fred is 

interested not only on matters concerning Fresh water but that also of waste water. 

5. PP. Dato Lee Yow Ching. Formerly CEO of PBA,  he has spent a good deal of his time after 

retirement in looking at all possibilities of improving this Asset. He will be drawing up a proper 

inventory of Penang’s Water resources. 

Highlights from Last Week 
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6. IPP. Dato Chet. Will bring with him his Project organizational experiences and connections 

with Government and Industry network to assist the Project Management Team. 

7. PP Tharuma. Will bring his legal expertise to assist the Panel and will be the main connection to 

our Rotaract and Interact Club partners. 

8. Rtn. Pascal . With his Engineering experience and Project Management skills will be Project 

Leader and Co-ordinator. 

9. President Gerard will manage the Project and be the main contact with the Project management 

committee and the various sub-committees. 

 

During the Brainstorming session in the afternoon following our weekly meeting, the Expert Panel sat 

together to discuss how best we could approach this issue and prepare a plan/program to carry out the 

objectives of this Project. 

The following were background considerations: 

1. Consider that by 2025 a third of the World would be facing water scarcity. 

 

2. To-day 2 billion live in countries that are water stressed, by 2025 , two thirds of the World 

population may suffer water stress. Penang is already water stressed 

 

3.  Global Population tripled in the 20
th

 century but water consumption went up 7-fold. By 2050 

World population is expected to reach 9 billion. We will need an 80% increase in potable water 

supply. 

 

4. Although it is evident that we badly need fresh water supplies our   

supplies are not only limited but  also decreasing due to the loss of watersheds  as a result of  

deforestation and soil erosion in the hills. 

      5. Penang has the highest consumption of water in the country at 286litres/ person and probably 

           pay the lowest rate for water at USD. 9 cents per cubic metre. 

      6.  Only 20% of Penang’s needs are sourced from within the state. The rest come from the Muda 

           River in Kedah. 

The Expert Panel recommends the setting up of three work groups for a start.  

The first group will focus on Education and Promotions.   Prof Chan and Encik Jaseni from the Panel 

will assist. PP. Tharuma and Rtn William Wee will be the Rotary co-ordinators. This group will 

involve our Rotaractors and Interact Clubs. 

The second group will address issues concerning usage and conservation. This group will be led by PP 

Dato Lee Yow Ching, Rtn Pascal and Dr, Fred Weirovski. assistance from Water Watch and the PBA 

will be sought. 
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The third group will prepare a program on Advocacy through the organization of Seminars, roundtable 

conferences involving leaders in the Government and Industry. Its concern will be that Malaysia does 

not have a National Water Policy. This group will be led by IPP Dato Chet, with Dato Leong, Dato 

Renji, Prof Chan and Encik Jaseni 

 Project management will be organized by President Gerard and Rtn Pascal assisted by Mr. Lim Wei 

Seong of SERI. We will try to get the Project Secretariat located at SERI. 

All Rotarians interested or concerned about this issue are invited and encouraged to volunteer their 

participation in this project which is anticipated to take at least three years. 

 
Photos from Meeting on 19th May 2010 

 

              

 
President Gerard with Neil Khor and Veronica Liew  Project Pearl Brainstorm in session 
of Georgetown Grants Programme 
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    En. Jeseni of PBA explaining the need to gazette  

our catchment areas 
More photos from Meeting on 19th May 2010 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

How can I get the 

RM 20 mio, 

Veronica ?? 
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Attentive members at talk on Think City 

 
 
 
Announcement :  Fireside meeting on 28

th
 May. 

A Fireside meeting will be held on the evening of Friday 28
th

 May at President Gerard’s Residence in 

15
th

 Lengkok  Jesselton at 8.00pm. This will be an after dinner Fireside meeting and Drinks and Titbits 

will be served. All newer or younger Rotarians will be invited and are encouraged to attend. A few 

senior Rotarians will be present to discuss and explain issues concerning our club and Rotary in general. 

 
 

 

Attendance Record ς May 2010 
Reported by Rtn Robert Huang 
 Name Meetings 

this month 
Attended 

this month % 
 

05/05 

 

12/05 

 

19/05 

 

26/05 

1  Aloysius, PP Dr. 4 100 1 1 1  

2 Andrea Gomez, Rtn 4 0 0 0 0  

3 Chet Singh, PP Dato’ 4 100 1 1 1  

4 Chuah Ah Bah, PP 4 100 1 1 1  

5 Danesh , PP Dr. 4 50 0 1 1  

        

6 David Osman Morris 4 100 1 1 0  

7 Eddy Choong, Rtn Dato’ 4 100 1 1 1  

8 Eric Ong, Rtn 4 50 1 m/u 0 1  

9 Fong Kheng Phoy, PP Dr. (E) 4 50 1 0 1  

10 Francois Sigrist, Rtn 4 50 0 1 1  

11 Gabor, Rtn Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0 0  

12 Gerard Robless, President 4 100 1 1 1  

13 Gill Gurdev Singh, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 1 1  

14 Hirashima, Rtn 4 0 0 0 1  

15 Ian Ong, PP (E) 4 100 1 1 O/L  

16 Lam Wu Chong, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0 0  

Attendance 
 
 
nce 
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17 Lee Li Fong, PP 4 50 1 m/u 0 m/u  

18 Lee Yow Ching, PP Dato’ 4 0 0 0 1  

19 Lim Siew Kee, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 m/u 1 1  

20 Manjit Singh, Rtn 4 50 1 0 0  

21 Manohar, Rtn 4 0 0 0 0  

22 Michael Chen, PP 4 50 0 1 0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 Musty, PP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0 0  

24 Noel Ogle, PP Dato’ (E) 4 50 0 1 0  

25 Nutan Shah, PP 4 0 0 0 0  

26 Oo Huei Ying, Rtn 4 0 0 0 0  

27 Pascal Martin-Daguet, Rtn 4 50 1 0 1  

28 Peter Wyss, PP Dr (E) 4 0 0 0 0  

29 Ramanathan, Rtn Dato’ 4 100 1 1 1  

30 Ranjit, AG Dr. 4 100 1 1 1  

31 Robert Huang, Rtn 4 0 0 0 0  

32 Santokh, PDG Dr. (E) 4 50 1 0  1  

33 Saw Lip Khai, Rtn 4 50 0 1 0  

34 SK Sundram, Rtn 4 50 0 1 0  

35 Stephen Soon, Rtn 4 50 0 1 0  

36 Takemi Fujikawa, Dr. Rtn 4 100 1 1 1  

37 Tan Boon Hoe, Rtn 4 100 1 1 1  

38 Tan Gin Soon, PP Dato’ 4 100 1 1 1  

39 Teddric Mohr, IPP Dato’ (E) 4 0 0 0 0  

40 Tharumarajah, PP 4 100 1 1 0  

41 Vejayan Rajoo, Rtn Dr. 4 100 1 1 1  

42 Vincent Lai, PP 4 50 1 0 1  

  4 0 0 0 0  

43 William Ng, PDG Dato’ (E) 4 50 0 1 1  

44 William Wee, Rtn 4 100 1 1 0  

45 Yohei Kobayashi Dr. 4 50 1 0 1  
 

Exempt Attendance member in pink  (E) m/u= Attendance via make-up card      O/L = Officially On Leave 

 

Attendance was 20/34 or 58.8% 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
From the desk of the Temp Editor  
 
 
nce 
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\  
 

hǳǊ .ǳƭƭŜǘƛƴ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΣ wǘƴΦ [ŀǊǊȅ /Ƙƛƴƴ ƛǎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜǎƪ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ 
desk for this week in his absence. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 IT PAYS TO CHECK YOUR EMAIL  

 

 

      

 

 
Yet more laugh….                        

 

The Last Laugh....continues  laughingé.. 
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VERY FRIENDLY FRIENDS  

A sailor came home from a two year mission only to find his wife with a new born baby. Furious, 

he was d etermined to track down the father to extract revenge.  

 

"Was it my friend Sam", he demanded.  

 

"No !" his weeping wife replied. "Was it my friend Jim then?" he asked.  

"NO !!!" she said even more upset.  

"Well which one of my no good friends did this then? " he asked.  

"Don't you think I have any friends of my own?" she snapped.  

 

 

Thought for this week:  

 

 

Get our government to Gazette our water catchment areas to protect 

our future. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you play a part in 

Rotary’s Pearl Project ? 
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